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MINUTES

FIRE APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

AUGUST 15, 2013

McCORMICK PLACE, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS

Member Meeting Sponsors:  Akron Brass Company, Kussmaul Electronics,

Pro Poly of America, and W.S. Darley Company

Call to Order – by Co-Chair Damon Lewis at 3:00 p.m.
Proof of Notice – Notice of this meeting was provided to all Technical Committee representatives and FAMA members on July 2, 2013, via email.

Roll Call – A quorum was declared with 43 member companies present at the start of the meeting.  [See attendance and sign-in sheets attached to these minutes.]  First-time attendees and new members were acknowledged and welcomed.

Meeting sponsors were introduced and thanked for their generosity and support.
Review/Enter Minutes – After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was:


VOTED:
That the minutes of the April 25, 2013 Technical Committee Meeting




(Indianapolis, IN) be entered into the records of the association.

Antitrust Guidelines and Non-Discrimination Policy – Legal Counsel Jim Juneau stressed that it is FAMA’s policy to abide by the antitrust laws of the United States and the strict non-discrimination policy at all meetings of the association.  

Welcome & Update – President Harold Boer welcomed all in attendance.   He stressed the importance of attendance and the sharing of expertise.  He thanked Roger Lackore for his recent initiatives that will be addressed throughout this meeting, congratulated this year’s scholarship recipient (to be awarded at this meeting), and encouraged members to attend the fall membership meeting in Tampa in September. 

Technical Committee Initiatives for 2013:

NFPA 1901/1906 Participation – NFPA seeks presentations that address the purchasing, maintaining, refurbishing, and retiring of automotive fire apparatus (deadline: 9/16/13)


Support of the FDSOA Apparatus Symposium – Develop topics and suggested speakers/presenters for the January 2014 symposium; additional support is needed.

Develop a Fire Apparatus Safety Manual – A draft is complete and was reviewed.  It will post on Basecamp this week.  FAMA Safety Signs initiative is included.  It is directed toward the end user.  

Fire Apparatus & Emergency Equipment Magazine Articles – See slides for an outline of planned articles from Aug. 2013 through May 2014.  Thanks to those who have committed to submit articles to date.


Publish Quarterly E-Newsletter – tabled; inactive for 2013.


Increase use of Basecamp


White Paper Organization on Website – A reorganization of the technical articles on the FAMA website has been accomplished.  Review and offer any suggestions to make it more useful and user friendly.
NFPA 1901/1906 Revision Cycle Update – Public Comment Proposal Summary Topics
1901:
Safety Signs – Use FAMA safety signs


VDR – move to Annex


Vehicle Stability – ESC on all apparatus


Top Speed – increase top speed

Misc. Equipment


Lighting


Seat Belts 


Seating 


SCBA Seat Brackets


Steps and Walking Surfaces


Conspicuity


Ultra High Pressure chapter


Pumps and Plumbing


Aerial Platform


Foam


Line Voltage

1906:
Wheel chocks


Misc. equipment to annex


New on crew carrier


Equipment allowance 


Riding on apparatus while moving on rough terrain


Human physical dimensions


Pump and tank chapters 16 and 18

Phillip L. Turner Scholarship Award Presentation – Tammy Laridaen with Tim Van Fleet

and David Durstine for Sponsor Akron Brass Company, introduced Ms. Maria Theodori of the University of Maryland, as the recipient of the 2013 FAMA Scholarship Award.  Theodori, who is entering her senior year at UMD, was presented the scholarship certificate and award in recognition of her outstanding academic achievement and her commitment to the fire service.
Subcommittee Breakout Session
Subcommittee Reports to the Full Committee (official notes for minutes to be provided by subcommittee chairs in Basecamp or via email).  Subcommittees were asked to discuss and comment on the possibility of tagging this meeting on to a different meeting (i.e., FAMA fall membership meeting, FDSOA).
A.  Aerial/Quint – by Jim Salmi
-    Seven (7) members in attendance

· Reviewed significant changes underway; special load ratings on platform

-     Members were encouraged to become involved in the NFPA process
· Aerial conference call is scheduled; contact Ryan Depew at NFPA
· Some issues require more study so they make more sense overall
B.  Ambulance – by Steve Rowland

Breakout session attended by 7 participants.  This subcommittee is searching for a specific mission as there are no ambulance manufacturers in the FAMA organization.  Looking at ambulance symbols and signage to help bring them into the fold.  Will look at pertinent NFPA public comments.
C.  ARFF – by Grady North

FAA specs are in need of review/revision.  The subcommittee is looking to put together a proposal to send to the FAA.  The NFPA 414 cycle is due for review July 2014.
D. Body – by Bruce Whitehouse

Seven (7) members met.  We were asked to comment on preferences regarding Technical Committee meeting venues (as alternates to the FRI timing).  The group discussed and felt that, after FDIC, FDSOA was the best opportunity BUT that the timing was too close to FDIC.  The FAMA/FEMSA Fall meetings were considered but it was felt there was not the corporate support to send additional representatives to the meetings.  The group concluded that, while not perfect, the current co-ordination with FRI provided the best draw and should be continued until such time as numbers no longer warrant or there is a better option.


E.  Chassis – by Tim Johnson and Wes Chestnut
· 1901 and 1906 - encouraged group to get involved

· NFPA website is difficult to maneuver

· Information on seats is interesting; encouraged members to review
· DPF/SCR docs – will review; feedback to review and possible changes forthcoming

· SCBA – document may be past its cycle; appropriate forum?   Strike from agenda

· Vehicle fuel ID initiative – NHTSA and transport concern with impacts of alternative fuel mountings re first responders, truck drivers, etc. on placarding; does FAMA or NFPA need to do something?
· NHTSA rulemaking – schedule is inconsistent
· Duty Cycle White Paper on FAMA website – revisit re greenhouse gas initiative; consider duty cycles of apparatus; revisit
F.  Tech-Ed – by Dan Veselsky
· Articles for FAMA Forum and presentation topics for 2015 FDSOA – send to Dan Veselsky or Roger Lackore

G.  Electrical – no report

H.  Foam – by Mike Dupay
 
FAMA asked for feedback from the groups regarding the tech committee meetings and whether to continue aligning with FRI or other. Please offer your feedback and suggestions via Basecamp. Also, to keep projects moving, please utilize Basecamp to offer feedback on the subjects listed below. 

No new items were brought up for discussion. 
Other new or open projects that require discussion: 

· Testing of around the pump systems on apparatus. 

· FRI update- additional information and clarification is required. NFPA currently covers test requirements for ATP systems. 

Foam viscosity testing and listing and clarification of measurement. 

· FRI update- Group agreed a standard should be established; especially for high viscous AR Class B foam concentrate. M. Dupay and B. Hosfield to review other NFPA standards that may already include. Also contact major foam concentrate suppliers for feedback. Assistance from any other volunteers welcome.  D. Colletti may have already investigated these.  M. Dupay will communicate with him via email and will advise. 

Third party testing of foam systems on apparatus. 

· FRI update- Group discussed NFPA 1901 requirement for OEM to test foam system and challenges as numerous reports from the field indicate systems not tested. Group would like to avoid 3rd party testing requirements and associated cost. Need ideas from group and OEM feedback on how to raise awareness and compliance of the requirement without 3rd party test requirement. 

UHP foam systems. 

FRI update: R. Lackore highlighted 1901 public submissions/comments. One was recommendation for chapter covering UHP pump performance submitted by B. Ballantyne. Collaboration with the foam system changes for UHP applications, if any, with this group is recommended.


H.  Pumps & Plumbing – by Mike Sulmone
1. Thank you to all for your participation and input drafting a standard for UHP application – 
especially T. Mettler and B. Ballantyne.  Unfortunately, due to lack of consensus, a final draft was not arrived at in time. The July 8th deadline was passed.  It was felt that Tom’s proposal with refinements could be used in the future (global input #423).  B. Ballantyne also separately submitted a different proposal for UHP

2. NFPA –D. Miller will call R. Depew and send an invitation for the task group conference at 1:00

3. Pump selection criteria white paper – D. Miller and C. Trinkner began drafting it last year with much 
progress made.  Additional pieces (sub-sections) can be added to the draft.  M. Sulmone owes a priming section

Additional Discussion - There was much discussion regarding the timing and location of the
second meeting (along with the one at FDIC).  Low attendance at FRI was the concern. It was decided to go with meeting in Dallas in 2014, but entertain a change in 2015 – to be discussed further

 

Adjournment – With no further business to come before this meeting, upon motion duly made and seconded and no further discussion, it was

VOTED:
To adjourn at 4:35 p.m.
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