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MINUTES

FIRE APPARATUS MANUFACTURERS’ ASSOCIATION

TECHNICAL COMMITTEE MEETING

APRIL 10, 2014
INDIANA CONVENTION CENTER, INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA
Member Meeting Sponsors:  H.O. Bostrom Co., Sutphen Corp., and Waterous Co.
Call to Order – by co-chair D. Lewis at 8:02 a.m.
Proof of Notice – Notice of this meeting was provided to all Technical Committee representatives and FAMA members on March 12, 2014, via email.

Roll Call – A quorum was declared with 50 member companies present at the start of the meeting.  [See attendance and sign-in sheets attached to these minutes.]  First-time attendees and new members were acknowledged and welcomed.

Meeting sponsors were introduced and thanked for their generosity and support.
Review/Enter Minutes – After discussion and upon motion duly made and seconded, it was:


VOTED:
That the minutes of the August 15, 2013 Technical Committee Meeting




(Chicago, IL) are approved and be entered into the records of the 



association.

Antitrust Guidelines and Non-Discrimination Policy – Legal Counsel J. Juneau stressed that it is FAMA’s policy to abide by the antitrust laws of the United States and the strict non-discrimination policy at all meetings of the association.  

Welcome/Association Update – President B. Whitehouse welcomed all in attendance.   He expressed his appreciation to Tech co-chairs R. Lackore and D. Lewis for all the work that goes into this meeting, to member company representatives in attendance, to member meeting sponsors Bostrom, Sutphen and Waterous, and to corporate sponsor PennWell Fire Group.  
An overview of the spring membership meeting was provided.  FAMA initiatives this year include building the FAMA brand by increasing visibility and the name; strengthening participation of GAC events and efforts; and, enhancing statistics.  Those who worked on the Safety Guide were acknowledged noting the Purchasing Guide is the next planned project.  FAMA continues to drive meeting effectiveness bringing value to member companies.  
The FAMA/FDIC “Future of Fire Apparatus and Emergency Equipment – EPA, NFPA, Electronics, and Beyond” roundtable event will follow this meeting.   Presenters include Chris Crowel (Cummins), Ryan Depew (NFPA), and Brian Brauer (University of Illinois); the roundtable will be moderated by Chris McLoone (PennWell Fire Group).  All are welcomed and encouraged to attend.
Welcome to FDIC – Chris McLoone, associate editor of Fire Apparatus & Emergency Equipment magazine, welcomed FAMA member representatives to the FDIC.  On behalf of PennWell Fire Group and FDIC, he expressed his appreciation for their support, and wished all a successful trade show experience.
Update: Other FAMA Tech Initiatives – R. Lackore outlined openings in several subcommittee chair leaderships and encouraged those interested in the positions to contact him.  Other matters addressed included:


NFPA 1901/06 revisions are coming up; watch the NFPA document site for a schedule of meetings.


Hot Topics – there is a push to have valve control pull force limits - Valve control height limits; Wildland outside riding position; and, Aerial platform railings and doors.  Review the draft proposal and submit your public comments.


NFPA 1500 – 2017 revision cycle; begin work in 2015.


FAMA Fire Apparatus Safety Guide – is now available for sale through the FAMA website at a discounted rate of $7/ea. for FAMA member companies (login username and password to access).  Visitors to the site may order copies at $10/ea.


EPA Future Regulations Engagement – meeting date is April 23rd in Ann Arbor, MI.

Heavy Truck Alternative Fuels Labeling – new initiative under review.

FAMA Forum – a technical article is submitted each month for publication in Fire Apparatus & Emergency Equipment magazine [an updated 2014 schedule of article topics and writers may be found in Basecamp].

NHTSA Fire Apparatus Recall Policy – initiative planned to develop a guidance document; will discuss in the Chassis subcommittee today.


FDSOA Apparatus Symposium – group met yesterday to begin planning the January 18-20, 2015 symposium in Orlando.  Tech-Ed subcommittee action is needed to review the list of presentations proposed; there are areas/topics where presenters are needed; review and submit names for consideration.


Fire Apparatus Purchasing Guide – this initiative will compliment the Safety Guide; it would be useful to customers on the purchasing and specification process.

Pump Selection Guide – a white paper is planned.

Presentation:  “The Future of Electrical Systems in Heavy Trucks and Potential Impact on the Fire Industry” – presented by Ciaran Patterson, C.E. Niehoff.  He spoke about the potential of higher voltage systems in heavy trucks in general, and in fire apparatus specifically.  Mr. Patterson encouraged the group to consider the advantages of 28-volt DC, particularly its ability to produce more power in a smaller package.  The need for a 14-volt source to power and recharge common accessories means that dual voltage will be a necessity in most applications.  He described several ways this can be accomplished.  [See full power point presentation in the member area of www.fama.org.]  Mr. Lackore challenged the electrical group to stay on top of this topic.
New Business:  Chairman’s Award – Congratulations to Wesley Chestnut of Spartan Motors, the 2013 Technical Committee Chairman’s Award recipient.  Mr. Chestnut was honored for being instrumental and a key leader in keeping FAMA ahead of new government EPA regulations as they move into Phase II of the greenhouse gas and fuel economy regulations. 
Subcommittee Breakout Session

Subcommittee Reports to the Full Committee (official notes for minutes to be provided by subcommittee chairs in Basecamp or via email). 
A.  Aerial/Quint – By Joe Hedges (in the absence of vacant Aerial/Quint chair and co-chair)

· At the request of the FAMA chair, the 2015 FDSOA topics were announced and potential speakers were to be identified. Participants agreed to discuss with colleagues and report any interest. The topics were:

· Geographic apparatus differences

· Commercial chassis modifications

· Custom chassis specifications

· Diesel emission systems – after treatment

· Multiplex designs

· On board line voltage power

· Big water apparatus – tanker specs and operation – pros and cons

· NFPA standards – likely revisions to 1901/1906

· Fire Apparatus Purchasing Guide

· Tools for the industry for specification/sales development

· What should customers consider when buying an aerial device

· Part of Annex B

· Draft by Dallas August 2014

· NFPA 1901 Discussions

· Public comments are open on NFPA 1901

· Aerial platform railings and door ratings were discussed; 225# applied to any handrail point and direction; 1000# applied to the platform door

· One attachment point for each 250# increment

· Tie-off points rated for Level 1 at 400#, Level II 18”-24” at 900#, Level III 6’ at 1800#
B.  Ambulance – by Steve Rowland.  Reviewed topics for the FDSOA symposium and potential presenters; need an ambulance track added to the symposium; look at Basecamp if there is anything further to add; discussed the acceptance of the NFPA 1917 standard in the industry, and how FAMA might encourage its adoption by the states.
C.  ARFF – by Marty Huffman.  Sarah Peck will serve as vice chair of this subcommittee; looking at cycling of NFPA 414 and FDSOA topic presenters.
D.  Body – by Lisa Barwick and Dan Veselsky (in the absence of co-chairs Lemieux and Meaders).
Agenda Topics Discussed:

· Ideas for presentations at FDSOA next year 

· Committee was informed of the need for presentations and presenters at FDSOA 2015.  Potential volunteers for:

· Geographical Differences in Fire Apparatus

· Modifying Commercial Chassis

· FAMA Purchasing Guide – Brainstorming Ideas

· Committee discussed the following creative ideas for the new purchasing guide:

· Committee Size When Specifying a Truck

· Vehicle Dimensional Criteria Based Upon End-User Criteria

· Topics for our committee to write for FAMA articles and potential authors

· Committee was informed of the need for articles and authors for Fire Apparatus and Emergency Equipment (FAMA Forum). No volunteers as of yet.

· Discussion by the committee on what issues we should focus on during the remainder of 2014.

· Discussed future meeting topics:

· NFPA and issues affecting bodies

· Reporting criteria

· How categories are defined – obtain final agreement so all are reporting consistently and the same


E.  Chassis – by Wes Chestnut

· Review roster, update as needed to make our members current

· The updated roster is attached. Names and information was obtained from the sign in sheet. If there are errors, we will need to be made aware so the list can be corrected.

· Introductions-current and new members

· Ideas for presentations at FDSOA next year 

· Committee was informed of the need for presentations and presenters at FDSOA 2015. No volunteers as of yet. List of topics may be:

· High Pressure CAFS

· Cab & Chassis Maintenance

· Spec Writing 

· Geographical Differences

· Apparatus Safety w/handout

· Crash Avoidance

· Modifying Commercial Chassis

· Topics for our committee to write for FAMA articles and potential authors

· Committee was informed of the need for articles and authors for Fire Apparatus and Emergency Equipment and/or FAMA Flyer. No volunteers as of yet.

· Our approach to the EPA regarding next round of emissions changes

· Discussed forthcoming meeting with the US EPA on the next round of emissions changes. Members were invited to attend the meeting.

· Overview on FAMA approach on generating guides for recalls

· Discussed developing a guide for what items may be considered for recalls involving the NHTSA. Will be seeking input from the chassis subcommittee if this continues to evolve. 

· Review timing and effect on chassis with the NFPA 1901, 1906, and 1917 standards

· Encouraged the group to review the current drafts of the standards and informed them of the forthcoming comment closing date. 

· Discussion by the committee on what issues we should focus on during the remainder of 2014.

· Nothing to report.

F.  Tech-Ed – by Lisa Barwick.  If anyone is interesting in writing articles for the monthly 

FAMA Forum column, the subcommittee is looking for names and topic suggestions.
G.  Electrical – by John Doperalski.  Reviewed list of presentations for FDSOA and will identify potential speakers - has suggestions for new topics; regarding the guide for purchasing, asked what it would be used for; has ideas on calculating loads; will brainstorm further.
H.  Foam – by Gregg Geske.   In attendance was: M. Haider, A. Bourbeau, G North, R. Tull, B. Hosfield, M. Dupay, and G. Geske.
The group was asked to supply any names of possible speakers for FDSOA.  The form was circulated, additions made and turned in at the conclusion of the meeting.

An update of actions taken since the last meeting at FRI were discussed.

There was some discussion about the new proposed hydrostatic vs. hydrodynamic test requirement for NFPA 1901 and whether that might affect any foam and or CAF system component.  It was suggested that any member manufacturers that did have issues submit public comments by May 16, 2014. 

It was discussed that we would come up with a foam system/CAF system white paper for the selection guide.  M. Dupay will start with a draft, G. Geske will add, and then a copy will be sent to all members in attendance at FDIC and posted on Basecamp for comment.

I.  Pumps & Plumbing – by Doug Miller.  There was a large group attending this subcommittee session.  FDSOA topics for next year were reviewed with individual input given; purchasing guide interest will be submitted; NFPA 1901/06 comment from FAMA – will get with the co-chairs; on the Pump Selection Guide – subcommittee will take this to completion soon.
With regard to NFPA submissions, Mr. Lackore noted that if they are generated as a FAMA subcommittee, the process must be run through FAMA NFPA representatives (Lackore and Schoenberger); if FAMA is the author of any submissions, they must be approved by the FAMA Board.

On the Purchasing Guide, the timetable is to have a draft by the August meeting in Dallas, and a final to launch by the April 2015 meeting in Indianapolis.

FAMA/FDIC “Future of Fire Apparatus and Emergency Equipment – EPA, NFPA, Electronics, and Beyond” roundtable event will follow this meeting – 10:30a-12:15p.
 

Adjournment – With no further business to come before this meeting, upon motion duly made and seconded and no further discussion, it was

VOTED:
To adjourn at 9:46 a.m.









A true copy, attest:









____________________________









Karen H. Burnham









Recording Secretary

Attachments:


Member Company Attendance


Sign-In Sheets
FAMA Technical Committee Meeting
April 10, 2014

Indianapolis, Indiana

Member Company Attendance
[based on meeting registration/sign-in at meeting]
A & A Manufacturing Co. Inc.

Akron Brass Company

Alexis Fire Equipment Co.

Allison Transmission

AMDOR Inc.

Austin Hardware & Supply

Bulldog Fire Apparatus

C.E. Niehoff & Company

C.E.T. Fire Pumps Mfg. Inc.

Cast Products Inc.

Code 3 Inc.

Cummins Inc.

Cummins Onan

Custom Fire Apparatus Inc.

Danko Emergency Equipment

Detroit Diesel Corporation

E-ONE

Ferno-Washington Inc.

Fire Research Corporation

Fort Garry Fire Trucks

Fouts Bros

H.O. Bostrom Company Inc.

Hale Products Inc.

Harrison Hydraulic Solutions

Hendrickson

IMMI

KME Fire Apparatus

Kochek Company Inc.

Marion Body Works Inc.

Oshkosh Corporation

Pierce Manufacturing Inc.

Pro Poly of America Inc.

PyroLance North America

R-O-M Corporation

Rosenbauer America LLC

Sam Carbis Solutions Group

Seagrave Fire Apparatus LLC

Smeal Fire Apparatus Co.

Spartan Chassis

Spartan ERV

Spartan Motors Inc.

Sutphen Corporation

SVI Trucks

Task Force Tips Inc.

Telma Retarder Inc.

Trident Emergency Products

USSC Group Valor Seating

VT Hackney

W.S. Darley & Company

Waterous Company
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